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1. What was the strategic importance of the island of Iwo Jima? Why did the U. S. want it?


2. Why do you think the Japanese fought so relentlessly against the Americans?


3. Why or why not did the Iwo Jima veterans feel their sacrifices were worthwhile?


4. Why did the American people have such an emotional response to Joe Rosenthal’s photo?


5. Why was it important for the surviving flag raisers to stress that the real heroes were the young Marines who died on the battlefield?


6. How was the flag raising photo an important piece of propaganda for the U. S. government? Why was it important for the families of the deceased veterans?


7. What was the purpose of the War Bonds campaign? What were the risks if it failed?


8. What is the relationship between being a hero and being a celebrity?


9. Wars are fought by people your age. How were you able to relate to the film’s characters?


10. Heroism comes in many forms. What is the most heroic thing you have seen in person?
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Accompanying Primary Source from Richmond, Virginia’s The Times Dispatch – June 27, 1945, page 5:
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“The fellows out there in the

Pacific can't understand it," said
Private First Class Rene Gagnon.
yesterday and Phar-
macist Mate Second Class John
H. Bradley came to town to aid
in Richmond's Seventh War Loan
campaign. “They can't  under-
stand why people have to be urged
and persuaded to buy War Bonds,
and they're pretty sore about i
Ever since V-E Day the hom
folk seem to have gotten the no-
tion that the war is over. They
think that there's no more need
to back up the fighting forees.
The Treasury Department has (o
use all sorts of means o pull the
dollars out of civilian pockets in
order to make War Loan quotas
They even have to ask servicemen
like us o go around and talk
about War Bonds when we really
ought to be out there fighting.
Gagnon and Bradley are two of
the six men who planted the
|flag on Mount Surabachi during
{the Iwo Jima campaign. Three
of those men are dead: another
e | formerly scheduled to make the
pall | War Bond tour was returned to
902 | combat duty at his own request
| The two who are in Richmond for
{a two-day bond campaign are
working at this assignment as a
matter of duty, but they aren't
ery happy about it.
“It seems pretty strange to us,”
says Bradley, “that any part of
any bond campaign should not
meet its quota almost overnight.
Over where we've been fighting
they don't offer you any return
on your investment. All they ask
you to do Is go in and fight and
give up your life. Ten years from
now a dead marine won't get any
percentage on the life he's had to
give up. But over here a fellow
is just asked to_lend his money
and for every bond he buys
ays, |DoW. he'll get 25 per cent more
rom |10 years from now. You put
per. |83 and you get back $4. But what
"al | do those guys get? They put their
in |ives into_ the war. and all they
his | Ret is & cross over a sandy grave
sed. | Where's the percentage there
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When & home town goes over the
top in & hurry. the men from that
town are proud and happy and
eager to g0 back to fight for the
glory of their own localities. When
a town fails to come up to what
the boys expect, they “get pretty
sore” They wonder what they're
fighting for. if the home folk
don't back them up. They get that
“what-the-hell” feeling and_their
morale drops in proportion to the
indifference of their home folk
to the bond drive.

“T don't suppose the guys would
actually stop fighting I a War
Bond drive failed.” said Bradley.
“They know the job they have 6
0 and they keep at it. But they
fight with more pride when they
know their _friends
them. It isn't so tough to face
a Jap if you know your home folk
are sacrificing some little luxury
to see that you're supplied wit
ammunition and medical supplies.
But it's hard to grin over losing
a leg when you know. there are
hundreds of thousands of safe
civilians who aren’t willing to lend
their money to the government
for a few years.

Ironically, the servicemen them-
selves are among the most con-
sistent War Bond purchasers.
Gagnon and Bradley, the three
who died after the historic flag
raising. the thousands of marines
who fought and were wounded
and now lie on Iwo Jima—all are
in the records as purchasing War
Bonds from their monthly pay.
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Find Attitude

|and were taken to the State Pen
tentiary in the afternoon to mal
an appearance before the pri
oners who have been purchasing
War Bonds.

At 6:30 P, M. they were guests
the Richmond retailers’ com-

the Cor

of
mittee at a_dinner at

onwealth Club. In addition to
Gagnon and Bradley. a third spe.
al guest was Staff Sergeant
eyes Beech, Marine Corps com-

bat correspondent who is making
the War Bond tour with the Iwo |
ma flag raisers. Other guests
included officers of the Marine
Corps Induction and Recruiting
Station.

| Appearances the Colonial
Theater and at the USO Parking
Lot Canteen also were included in
the activities last night.

Schedule for Today

Today, the men from Iwo Jima
will be guests of the Optimists
Club of Richmond at luncheon at
the Y. M. C. A. At 3 P. M. they
will appear at Shields Lake in
connection with the day's Swim
for Health activitics, and at 4
P. M. they will bring a War Bond
message to_the employees of the
Richmond Engineering Company.
which is devoted entirely to war
manufacturing.

The final appearances of the
Two Jima boys will take place to-
night during the presentation of
‘Stars on Parade.” the outdoor
War Bond show at the Stadium,
sponsored by the retailers’ com-
mittee of the Seventh War Loan
campaign, and made possible
through the co-operation of Camp
Lee’s special services office
| “The show will be composed of
variety acts presented by former
professional entertainers now stas
tioned at Camp Lee, and will in-
clude such well-known personali-
es as Ray Eberle, Raymond,
your_ host.” of Inner Sanctum,
the Erskine Butterfield Trio,

Fats” Adkins, Everett West and
others

Seats in fhe reserved section of
the Stadium are being_given to
purchasers of $50 “E” Bonds; all
other seats will go to purchasers
of $25 “E° Bonds. Bond_ booths
will be stationed at the Stadium
| gates to take care of last-minute
buyers who wish to make their
| purchases just prior to the show
Tickets wiil be on sale all day to-
day fn all retail stores

Final Entertainments

“Stars on Parade” will be the
last entertainment which will be
offered to War Band purchasers
during the current campaign with |
the exception of the four special |
events that will culminate Swim
for Health Week. These events
will consist of the Ann_ Ross-Vin-
cent Lopez show at 8 P. M. Friday;
appearances of Buster Crabbe.
Ann Ross and their water carnivai
at 4:30 and at 8:30 P. M. on Sat-
urday, and the final water carnival
featuring all of the principals at
|4:30 P. M. Sunday. Tickets for
the reserved section for the Swim
for Health events are on sale at
Thalhimer’s Bond: Booth.

Richmond's _butchers  will co-
operate with the War Bond cam-
paign by setting aside July 5 as
Buy a Bond from Your Butcher
Day, it was announced yesterday
All’ meat counters will be cleared
out on that day and only War
Bonds will be sold over the coun-
ter. Co-operating in the one-day
drive will be ail Richmond Food
Stores, Big Star, Little Star,
Pender's, A & P. and Safeway
Stores.

Richmond's “E” Bond quota had
not been reached by more than
53,000,000, according to_Federal
[Reserve Bank_figures. yesterday.
Only $5.868893 had been totaled
against the quota of $8,875,000.
Other bonds to_individuals now
|stand at $9.308527_oversubscrib-
ing the quota of $8,225,000. Cor-
poration bonds have been sold to
|the sum of $44,621523, more than
doubling the quota of $20,000,000.

| Petersburg Speeding Cases

PETERSBURG, June 26—Con-
tinued efforts of Petersburg police
to put a damper on speeding es-
pecially on the Petersburg-Hope-
well Road between Camp Lee and
the city limits resulted in an ex-
ceptionally long parade of defend-
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